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men crazy, or kills them, seemed, on the contrary, to have tem-
pered him, body and soul. Then, later, a great peace had
descended upon him, or, rather, said the Superior (showing a
subtler insight than I should have given him credit for) the
peace which had always existed deep down in him, had come
to the surface. Augustin had made contact with some Mis-
sionary Fathers. Africa, he said, with its consumed and arid
landscape, did far less than our damper climate to separate men
from the Infinite Being. He gloried in the fact that, having
been condemned from his cradle to be not of this world,
there had been no need for him to renounce it; with feet
firmly on the ground, and face to face with the object of his
search, he had gone straight forward, only occasionally seeing
it hidden from him when, in certain brief intervals, the flesh
had been too weak. He might well think himself forearmed
now against the assaults of passion. While he had still been
scarcely more than a schoolboy, ain all-powerful will had
taken apart, before his eyes, like some complicated and
troublesome piece of machinery, the female heart and all its
wiles.
'Augustin,' went on the Superior, 'has had good reason to
bless Him who saw to it that he should be born outside
all castes, hierarchies and social shibboleths. This being an
outlaw from the world of men had brought salvation to his
father, as well. I knew him in the days when he occupied an
important chair at the Catholic University of N . . . , when,
though a simple layman, he was already acclaimed as a Master,
and had Princes of the Church sitting at his feet, making notes
of what he said. More than any ecclesiastic he concerned him-
self with matters of teaching and administration. Whole
seminaries, though the Bishop did not know it, were in the
habit of receiving, and acting upon, his directives. Often,